Overview of 1 Samuel


Theme:
The books of 1st and 2nd Samuel are one book in the Hebrew Scriptures.  When the Hebrew Bible was translated into the Greek Septuagint, the translators split the book into two parts creating the two books we have in the English Bible today.  1 Samuel records the story of the Nation of Israel from end of the period of the Judges up to the death of Israel’s first King, King Saul.  2 Samuel covers the reign of King David from the time he hears of the death of King Saul until his inappropriate census of fighting men, just before he hands the kingdom over to Solomon.  The general theme of the book is the transition to a monarchy with David serving as the ideal king.  One spiritual theme seems to be the blessedness of whole-hearted devotion to the Lord. The book begins with Eli who although a good man, puts his children ahead of the Lord and is succeeded by Samuel.  Likewise, Saul compromises his walk and is succeeded by David (Acts 13:22). The events in 1 Samuel occurred from around 1060 BC through about 1010 BC.
Book Name:
The name of “Samuel” reflects the Hebrew title for the one-volume account.  The name comes from the prophet/priest Samuel who is the primary character for the first half of the book of 1 Samuel.  Traditionally, he is also the author of much of the book with the prophets of Dan and Gad compiling those portions following the death of Samuel.  The book itself makes no claim of authorship, but 1 Chron 29:29 references the writings of Samuel which may have served as the basis for the book of Samuel.
Key Passages:
· 1 Samuel 12:23 "Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for you; but I will teach you the good and the right way. 24 "Only fear the LORD, and serve Him in truth with all your heart; for consider what great things He has done for you.

· 1 Samuel 15:22 Then Samuel said: "Has the LORD as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, As in obeying the voice of the LORD? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, And to heed than the fat of rams. (c.f. 15:17)
· 1 Samuel 16:7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have refused him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."

· 1 Samuel 17:45 Then David said to the Philistine, "You come to me with a sword, with a spear, and with a javelin. But I come to you in the name of the LORD of hosts, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.

Basic Outline and Key Events


I. The Judgeship of Samuel

A. The Birth of Samuel (1:1-2:11)

B. Eli’s Failure (2:12-36)
C. The Call of Samuel (3:1-4:1a)

D. The Loss and Recovery of the Ark (4:2-7:17)

E. Israel Asks for a King (8:1-9:27)

II. The Reign of Saul

A. Saul is made King (10:1-11:15)

B. Samuel’s Farewell Address (ch. 12)

C. Saul’s Decline (chapters 13-14)
D. God Rejects Saul as King (ch 15-16)

i. David Anointed as king (ch. 16)

E. David and Goliath (chapter 17)

F. Saul Opposes David (18:1-31:13)

i. Jonathan and David (chapter 20)

ii. David Spares Saul (chapters 24 and 26)

iii. Death of Samuel (25:1)

iv. David and Abigail (25:2-44)

v. The witch at En Dor (27:3-25)

vi. The death of Saul (ch. 31)
Food For Thought
1. In 1 Samuel we have two prayers of Hannah.  What insights do we get into prayer from her first prayer and response in 1 Sam 1:10-18 and the second prayer of 2:1-11?
2. How would you summarize the attitude of Eli to his sons and his service to the Lord?  Pay particular attention to 2:22-25, 2:29, 3:18, 4:13, and 4:18.   What lessons do you see in this for believing parents?  (Consider also Samuel in 8:1-6 how is his response similar to and different from that of Eli – what about Saul’s attitude toward his successor in the later chapters of 1 Samuel?
3. The story of the return of the Ark of the Covenant in 1 Sam 5-6 is among the more humorous episodes in Scripture.  What points do you think God was making in having the Ark returned in such an unusual manner?

4. Samuel makes some proclamations and promises in his final address in chapter 12.  What elements stand out to you?  (see especially 12:4, 14, and 22-24).
5. Saul’s decline begins in chapter 13.  Why did the Lord wait until chapter 15 to finally reject Saul as king?   What do verses 15:17 and 22-23 show about the reason for Saul’s rejection?  Why didn’t Samuel accept Saul’s apology in v. 24-35.
6. What makes David, the son of Jesse the next candidate for the Kingship?  (16:7)

7. The story of David and Goliath is a favorite in the book of 1 Samuel (ch. 17).  Summarize the lessons this story gives for us when the odds seem overwhelming.

8. Why does David spare Saul’s life twice (chapters 24 and 26) when he had already been anointed as king by Samuel back in chapter 16?

9. We know that David and Jonathan were close (verse 20).  In 23:16 the two meet again.  How can we follow the example of Jonathan toward those around us?  In light of Jonathan’s qualities, why do you think he was not spared in the battle with the Philistines (31:2)?
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